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The exhibition at the Library of the Journalist’s
Union of Athens Daily Newspapers (ESIEA) is in-
tended to promote the “About Libraries” website and
to officially introduce the “Philobiblians’ Garden”
Urban Non-Profit Society. The objective is to inform
both specialists and members of the general public on
the development of this digital encyclopaedia.
Therefore engravings depicting libraries from the
Italian Renaissance and the Enlightenment, as well as
Greek and European thinkers in the space of their li-
braries or in the company of their books, are present-

ed across sixteen distinct sections.

The exhibition’s bilingual catalogue (Greek-English)
will be made available in both printed and digital

formats and will be distributed to libraries of all kinds

throughout Greece —both secular and ecclesiasti-
cal— as well as Western and Eastern countries, rang-

ing from the Arabic and Chinese worlds to the Ame-

rican continent.

This exhibition is a testament to the continuous and
nurturing cooperation between the staff of the
“Philobiblians’ Garden” Society and the National
Documentation Centre (EKT). The ultimate goal is
the formation of a multilingual network of material
that will highlight the evolution of the institution of
the library from ancient times to the present day. At
the same time, the digital Catalogue aspires to serve as
a herald for international libraries, offering visual
stimuli and encouraging a wider online discussion on

the dissemination of knowledge.

Evi SACHINT
K. Sp. Statkos
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Written documents, “books”, libraries and archives
in the Eastern Kingdoms, Crete and Cyprus,
during the pre-Christian era

K.Sr. STAIKOS

1. Rhyton bearer. Detail from the ‘Procession Fresco’.
Palace of Knossos. LM Period.
Drawing by M. Cameron (Evely 1999, 193).




2. Gudea, ca. 2090 BC, diorite, 44%x21,5 cm.
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A rchaeological evidence on the world of the “book” in the
wider Mediterranean region, in Crete, in Cyprus and on
some of the Aegean islands was already handed down to us
before 3000 BC, in the form of the works and days of people
of letters and the arts but also of social life in the kingdoms of
the Sumerians, Assyrians and Akkadians, Egyptians, Minoans
and Mycenaeans, in Crete and around Mycenae, and on the
island of Cyprus.

The writings on clay tablets inscribed in cuneiform script,
and on papyrus leaves, used exclusively by the Egyptians are
characteristic samples of this cultural tradition of recording
both the natural surroundings, and the social, political and
administrative structures established in each kingdom. In ad-
dition, we can infer an understanding of writing in the Egyp-
tian world from secular and funerary monuments, on whose
walls murals were painted and symbols were etched, relating
to important political figures of the time or the divine panthe-
on were engraved.

For example, with regards to Sumerian culture, we have
portrayals of the famous architect Gudea, most of them stone
sculptures in various positions, found in temples designed or
restored under his own care, dating from the last century of
3000 BC. These sculptures stand out due to the architectural
designs, writing instruments and other paraphernalia that

adorn the lower part of his garment.

3. Clay cuneiform tablet with mathematical text,
ca. 2350-2250 BC, 5,9%6,3 cm.

4. Clay tablet with lexicographic list of words
in Sumerian, ca. 2350-2250 BC, 8,3x8 cm.




Some of the most important information available to us
regarding the life of the Sumerians, and other subjects has
been derived from tens of thousands of fired clay tablets, fea-
turing the cuneiform script of each people and each era. The
content of these tablets varies, ranging from correspondence
and edicts to records of goods and evidence of the people’s

work on sciences such as mathematics and astrology, as well as

legislative provisions.

5. The Rhind Papyrus.

The oldest known artefact discovered in Thebes, Egypt, on
the banks of the Nile, the so-called Rhind papyrus, dates back

to around 1650 BC and is emblematic of Eastern cultures’

6. Statue of the Priest Henat, Persian Empire period, Florence,
Museo Archeologico Nazionale di Firenze.

| o
7. Mentuhotep II wearing the white crown of Upper Egypt,

as depicted in relief sculpture.

systematic preoccupation with mathematics. It is a fragment
of a papyrus scroll containing mathematical operations and
geometrical symbols written in hieroglyphic script and signed
by someone named Ahmes — the earliest known contributor
to the science of mathematics.

The statue of the Priest Henat, depicted here with various

figures inscribed on his tunic in hieratic script, dates from the

reign of the last Pharaoh, Nectanebo II (360-342 BC), when
Egypt became part of the Persian Empire (im. 6).

A mural portraying Pharaoh Mentuhotep II wearing the
white crown of Upper Egypt, surrounded by elaborate com-

13



[ acquired the treasures hidden

in all the scribes’ knowledge. ..

1 solved the arduous problems of division
and multiplication which had not been
clearly recorded up ro that point.

1 have read the artistic writing

of the Sumerians and the obscure writing
of the Akkadians, and I have deciphered
the inscriptions carved on the rocks

in the age before the flood.

ASHURBANIPAL

14

positions of hieroglyphics, painted on the walls of his funer-
ary monument, survives from the Middle Kingdom period
(ca. 2134 — ca. 1650 BC), when Thebes was the seat of admin-
istration and Egypt experienced its golden age of arts and
letters (im. 7).

At the time when Ashurbanipal (Sardanapalus) created his
Assyrian empire based in Babylon, in 331 BC, he amassed in

his archive about 25,000 cuneiform tablets, with the aim of

(7 i\
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8. Drawing of Ashurbanipal by H. Faucher-Gudin.

From relief preserved at the British Museum.

9. Literary tablet with indication that the copy was made for Ashurbanipal’s
library at Nineveh.

gathering the written tradition of his empire’s peoples in its
entirety. Those tablets contained literary texts, documens re-
lating to his rule —letters, laws and decrees— record of social
events and miscellaneous reports.

In addition to the famous palace complexes in Cretan cities,
such as Knossos, and the funerary monuments in Mycenae,
numerous tablets have survived from the Minoan and Myce-

naean cultures of the late third millennium. These tablets, en-

10. The Phaistos Disc.

15



N il e 7 ' graved in Linear A and Linear B scripts on unfired clay, consist

\ \ \ T / / / / / L ; a.lmost exclusively of archival docur.ner%ts, s.uch as administra-

tive acts and reports related to the distribution of goods.

The peculiarity of these tablets is that, in contrast to those
of the Eastern kingdoms mentioned above, they were not so-
lidified in heating stoves after being inscribed.

The Phaistos Disc remains a remarkable example of enig-

matic writing, as it has not yet been convincingly deciphered

and dates from approximately 1700 to 1450 BC (im. 10).

An important point is that the figurative symbols inscribed

are seals which were impressed by the scribe on both sides in

a clock wise sequense, spiralling from the periphery to the

centre.

In an attempt to conceive of the image of an archive in the

palace of Knossos or elsewhere, I drew a structure for placing

clay tablets, cartouches and papyrus scrolls with #zu/i. This
material was sorted into crates, baskets or storage jars, while

the papyrus scrolls —which were lost after the destruction

caused by lava— had a thread attached to them with an en-

graved bead indicating their contents. This suggestion was

accepted by my friend and well-known Cretan archaeologist

Yannis Sakellarakis.

11. Reconstruction of an archival

library in the palaces of Knossos,

containing tablets, diptychs and 12. Tablet from Archanes written in Linear A (ca. 1700 BC),
papyrus documents arranged in at the Heraklion Archaeological Museum.
wooden crates, pithoi and baskets.

Drawing by K. Sp. Staikos 13. Tablet from Chania, written in Linear A (ca. 1450 BC),
and Stavroula Lazaris. listing winery records.
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% To this day, the history of writing in Cyprus remains a great

mystery with numerous unanswered questions, despite the

| ]

et f
] P

fact that it has been researched for over a hundred years. Dur-
ing the Late Bronze Age, two writing systems prevailed in the

wider area of the Eastern Mediterranean; linear and cunei-

s

form. It appears however that, in Cyprus, a hybrid script was

A

used, combining elements of both systems. This, combined
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15. Detail from the mosaic
with the fact that the script in question remains undeciphered, at the “House of Aion”, in Paphos.

makes it difficult to ascertain its origin. (Cyprus Museum Photographic Archive).
The intense and systematic excavations on the island over

the past decades have enriched our knowledge of ancient writ-

ing with new findings. The earliest writing sample is a frag-

mentarily preserved fired clay tablet from Engomi (tablet

14. The gymnasium of Salamis
gy 1885), dating from around 1500 BC. The script of the tablet

on Cyprus. Greco-Roman era.

19



16. Fragment of clay tablet
from Engomi, with
Cyprominoan script.

13th century BC.

resembles the Linear A script of Minoan Crete, which is why
Arthur Evans named it “Cypro-Minoan”, a name that pre-
vailed despite objections that have been expressed from time
to time by various scholars. The term “Cyprominoan” refers
to all writing systems used on the island until the end of the
Bronze Age. These systems have some features in common,
but at the same time they differ in terms of form, duration and
geographical area of use. Nowadays, the most accepted cate-
gorisation of the scripts of prehistoric Cyprus suggests the
existence of three main systems: Cyprominoan I (CM1),
Cyprominoan IT (CM2), Cyprominoan III (CM3).
Cyprominoan I was used in various areas of the island from
the 14th to the 11th century BC, and mostly during the 12th
century BC. However, the first writing samples in Cyprus date
back to the late 16th and early 15th centuries BC. In addition
to tablet 1885 from Engomi, writing symbols have been iden-
tified on a cylinder seal from Engomi and on a clay vase handle
from Katydata. These samples belong to a stage in the devel-
opment of writing on the island that predates the Cypro-Mi-
noan syllabary. Only 15 of these symbols were in fact incor-
porated into CM1. The rest are not used in any writing system

found in prehistoric Cyprus.

17. Clay tablet from Engomi, with inscribed

symbols in Cyprominoan script.
It dates back to ca. 1500 BC.

21
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In the Greek world, the papyrus book was used as an edu-
cational tool from the early 5th century onward, and more
extensively in Athens around 450 BC. Its content, whether
dramatic, literary, philosophical or miscellaneous, was deter-
mined by the so-called sophists. That is, the representatives
of letters and the arts who flooded Athens from all the
Greek-speaking cities of the East and West, the first being
Anaxagoras of Clazomenae.

Although no original material has survived from this period,
with only copies of texts of all genres (poetry, prose, history
etc.) remaining, representations of teachers and students were
conveyed on goblets and vases, such as the vase painting of
Douris, 5th century BC.

In the field of libraries, the archaeological excavations at the
site of the Academy have allowed us to reconstruct the aspect
of Plato’s school and, later on, of Aristotle’s Lyceum. A design
blueprint for academic schools has since formed, which can be
traced back to the years of the School of Pergamon, during the
reign of Attalus I (241-197 BC).

18. Inscribed Hermaic stele of Socrates. Naples, Museo Archeologico Nazionale.

IS

19-20. Representation of schoolroom scenes,
with the teachers holding a diptych or papyrus book before their students
while others play musical instruments. Vase painting of Douris on a cylix

of the 5th century BC. Berlin, Antikensammlung.




s Academy.

Reconstruction of the gardens of Plato’

Engraving.
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22. Cleopatra’s Obelisk, standing among
the ruins of the Library and Museum.
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After the death of Alexander the Great, Egypt became the
kingdom of Ptolemy I and developed into the largest cultural
centre of the Hellenic world (early 3rd century BC) with
Alexandria as its capital. The unprecedented intellectual ac-
tivity surrounding the Museum and Library of Alexandria
gave us a multitude of new original works and copies of the
entire canon of Ancient Greek literature: an unparalleled and

unique undertaking. It should also be noted that the syste-

VYRAY PORTRAICT DE LA VILLE D'ALE- e deandocti de o
XANDRIE EN EGYPIE & o

=
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23. View of Alexandria.

matic and uninterrupted cultivation of the arts and letters in
Alexandria not only prompted many researchers and scholars
from all over the Greek-speaking world to continue their

work at the court of the Ptolemies, but also inspired the crea-

tion of other intellectual centres, such as Knidos. At the
same time, those books were classified and categorised
in detail in Callimachus’ Pinakes (Tables), which is
thus the first encyclopaedic lexicon of antiquity.

Callimachus’ Pinakes (Tables) were in time comple-
mented by numerous other antiquarian works, such as
the Barbaric Laws, which catalogued ‘non-Hellenic cus-
toms’, while every institution, habit, characteristic or
geographical term, including miraculous things, were
the subject of in-depth research — Callimachus himself
had compiled a collection based on archaeological and
geographical sources from all over the known world.

Although no building from the Ptolemaic era was
preserved beyond underground burial monuments,
papyrus documents from the Library’s working and
storage areas, containing the entirety of ancient Greek
writing survived. Furthermore, these papyri are indica-
tive of the transition from majuscule to minuscule
script, as demonstrated by the papyrus fragment of
Callimachus’ poem Coma Berenices, from the 1st cen-
tury BC (im. 25).

Epicand bucolic poetry, epigrams, philosophy, phys-
ics, mathematics (arithmetic — geometry), astronomy,
mechanics and pseudo-sciences such as astrology and
divination were all pursued and studied in the Museum

and Library of Alexandria.

10. FROBENIVS PO/
litiorisliterature culcoribus, s
Adnifi famus aditionc proxima,ut hoc
opus cum primis frugiferd, quim emens
dariflim prodiret in lucem., nec arbitror
queng inficiaturil, id nos infeliciter fuiffe
conatos : nunc quicquid inarte mea polr
funt promittere curee, id ot expromptil

_ eft. Acceffic & autoris opera.qui multa ucl

auxit,uel reddidit meliora. Atq; utind hoc
diu illi liceat, in fudiorum lucrum potius
quim meiL. Sed uereor ne hdc recognitio
nem abillo fimus habituri poftrema. Qui
litcratio gaudét lucro,habent hic lucriing
afpernandii : quibusres cft anguftior do,
mi,quimutidentidéidem opus mercent,
habeét poftremd, ni fallor, autoris recogni
tion&,(imul & locupletationé. Bene ualete,
& noftre induftriz, i promereor, fucte.

BASILEAE, AN. M. D. XXIII
Ex auloris recognitione pofirema.

24. Title page of Adagia by Erasmus, Basle,

Johann Froben, 1523.
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Speaking of poetry in Ptolemaic
Alexandria, let us first point out that
the old forms and genres were by
then a thing of the past. A new begin-
ning was therefore required not only
for poetry but essentially for all gen-
res of writing. However, the com-
mon belief was that the existing poet-
ic legacy should be preserved intact
and that the creation of poetry should

function as a a field of noble compe-

tition for new generations, prompt- N ;
inga wider literary rebirth, under the 26. Claudius Prolemy.
watchful eye of grammarians and

philologists.

27. Fragment of the Oxyrhynchus Papyri

featuring Hellenica by Xenophon of Athens, a continuation
of Thucydides’ History of the Peloponnesian War

(pap. Oxyr. 1843), London, British Museum.

25. A typical example of Alexandrian majuscule script on papyrus. Fragment of Callimachus’ Coma Berenices,
Ist century BC (PSI, 1902). Biblioteca Medicea Laurenziana, Florence.
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28. Corridor of the Tabularium
(Official records’ office of Rome

censors).

The Roman era provides us with a great deal of evidence
regarding the circulation and form of the book from the 1Ist
century BC onward, as well as regarding the libraries that de-
veloped not only in Rome and the nearby cities to the South,

but also throughout the territory of the Roman Empire.

The corridor leading to the state records of the censors (za-
bularium) in Rome has been preserved (im. 28), along with a
wealth of related material, as well as relief compositions in
marble with themes pertaining to the development of letters
and arts, such as the depiction of Muses and philosophers that

can be seen on the sarcophagus of Publius Peregrinus.

During the Roman era, many of the papyrus books were
illuminated with miniatures related to their subject matter,
such as the papyrus scroll in majuscule lettering, containing

Virgil’s Georgicsand his Aeneid.
The fact that Virgil had hired a Greek freedman, Eros, as his

librarian and scribe, trusting him to make all necessary correc-
tions to his works following their customary readings before a
circle of close friends, is indicative of the relationship between

Roman poets and Greek experts on books and libraries.

Cicero also employed Greek librarians, recommended to
him by Pomponius Atticus, in his libraries. One of them was

called Menophilus.

29. Muses and philosophers: detail from
the sarcophagus of Publius Peregrinus.
Rome, Musei di Villa Torlonia.

BATIONE

30. Woodcut. Cicero in one of his libraries.
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31 . Virgil between a book crate and a lectern.
Partchment codex of the Georgics and the Aeneid,
ca. 500 AD (Vat. lat. 38670). Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana.
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32. Detail from the title page of Suetonius,
De vita Caesarum, Leeuwarden,
apud Franciscum Halmam, 1690.

34

The idea of creating a public library in Rome — with sepa-
rate Greek and Latin sections — was first conceived by Julius
Caesar, who was influenced by the reverence that the Museum
and Library of Alexandria commanded in the Hellenic world.
As Suetonius informs us, the implementation of the idea was
undertaken by a particularly gifted individual, Gaius Assinius
Pollio.

33. Floor plan of the Palatine Library,
drawing based on C. Callmer.

Pollio was a senator who joined Antony’s supporters fol-
lowing Caesar’s assassination (44 BC). In 40 BC he was de-
clared consul, an event celebrated by Virgil, and in 39 BC he
undertook a victorious campaign against the Parthians from
which he obtained great riches. After that, he withdrew from
politics and even maintained a neutral position during the
times of civil strife. He was fascinated by literature, main-
tained friendly relations with Catullus, Helvius Cinna and

Horace and is regarded as the first Roman to establish a tradi-

tion of readings (recitationes)
of writings by young poets in
his residence. This house even
became a meeting place for a
literary circle of friends, in-
cluding the Greek historian
Timagenes from Alexandria,
who joined the group later, af-
ter falling out of favour with

Augustus.

34. Reconstruction proposal
for a Roman imperial period bookcase

by K. Sp. Staikos.
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Since its invention in the mid-15th century (ca. 1455) by
Gutenberg in Mainz, Germany, the art of printing spread rap-
idly throughout Europe —Italy, France, the Netherlands,
Spain, England— as well as in countries of the Southeastern
Europe, such as Romania, starting in 1508. Not only did this
craft facilitate the production of any kind of book, literary or
otherwise, in multiple copies, largely replacing manuscripts,
but it also made it possible for printed books to be enriched
with visual compositions. This extends beyond headpieces
and decorated initials —which were characteristic of codices
and continued to adorn printed publications— and also in-
cludes drawings carved on wood (woodcuts). Over time,
woodcuts were replaced by other techniques, offering en-
hanced image quality, such as linear and ‘perforated” copper
engraving. By this technique, which derives from intaglio
printing, it became possible to not only decorate books, but
also to print advertising and informational materials, dedicat-
ed, for example, to the work of people of art and letters or to
monumental libraries featuring richly illustrated halls and
reading rooms. Works representative of this material are pre-

sented in the exhibition.

featuring rare and representative samples

from the material of “About Libraries” website



Seat

The seat of “About Libraries” archive

and “Philobiblian’s Garden” non-profit partnership
is located at 12 Mourouzi street in Athens.

The building previously was the home of

Eleni Theologi — Konstantinos T. Dimaras family,

housing the office and library of the great neohellenist.

K. T. Dimaras (1904—1992) at his desk.

The fagade of the residence
of Toannis Theologis,

built in 1928 on the plot
where the house of Ioannis
P. Kokkonis (1795-1864),
Director of the Didaskaleion
during the reign of Ortto,

previously stood.

(PHOTO CREDIT:
YIANNIS VOULGARAKIS)

The reception area.

(PHOTO CREDIT:
YIANNIS VOULGARAKIS)

Workspace.

(PHOTO CREDIT:
YIANNIS VOULGARAKIS)
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Renaissance

scholars
with

important libraries

oo
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Wilhelm Xylander. Martin Luther. Beatus Rhenanus.
Copperplate by Johann Theodor de Bry from the publication: Engraving by Francois Stuelhert Engraving from the second volume of the publication:
Jean-Jacques Boissard, Bibliotheca Chalcographica, published by Claes Jansz. Visscher, 1640-1652. Isaac Bullart, Académie des Sciences et des Arts, Brussels,

Frankfurt, Iohannes Ammonius, 1650. Frangois Foppens, 1682.

All exhibits come
from the collection of K. Sp. Staikos

unless otherwise noted in the caption.
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Renaissance

scholars
with

important libraries

o

Sir Thomas Bodley,

founder of the Bodleian Library.

Coloured aquatint after the portrait kept in the gallery

of the Bodleian Library. From the publication: A History

of the University of Oxford. Its colleges, halls, and public buildings,
London, Rudolph Ackermann, 1814.

IOACHIMVS CAMERARIVS.

Joachim Camerarius the Elder.
Engraving, 16th/17th century.

Philip Melanchthon (Philipp Schwartzerd).
17th century engraving.
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Renaissance

scholars
with

important libraries

o

Erasmus.

Coloured engraving by Edward Scriven, after the portrait
by Georg Pencz held at The Royal Collection at Windsor,
based in its turn on a work by Hans Holbein the Younger, 1853.

Erasmus and the Roman god Terminus,

pictured on the obverse and reverse of medal, inscribed with the motto
Concedo nulli (1 yield before no-one) used by Erasmus in his work Swultitiae
laus (1509), and based on the myths surrounding the god of boundaries.
Engraving by Nicolas de Larmessin I, based on a drawing by

Quentin Massijs, from the second volume of the publication: Isaac Bullart,
Académie des Sciences et des Arts, Brussels, Frangois Foppens, 1682.
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Greek scholars

of the Renaissance
with

important libraries

oo

_

Demetrios Chalkokondyles.
Engraving by Nicolas de Larmessin I in the first volume
of the publication: Isaac Bullart, Académie des Sciences et des Arzs,

Brussels, Francois Foppens, 1682.
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MARC MUSURUS

Marcus Musurus.
Engraving by Alexis Louis Pierre Housselin printed by J. Lallement,
19th century.
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Greek scholars

of the Renaissance
with

important libraries

oo
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Theoklitos Polyeidis. Damaskinos Papa-Panagiotopoulos.
Copperplate by Georg Friedrich Schmidt, created in Braunschweig Copperplate from the publication: Synesius of Cyrene, Epistolarion
in 1733. It adorns the frontispiece of the publication: Hellinikon, Venice, Panos Theodosiou, 1815.

Sacra tuba fidei, [Stockholm] 1736.
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Byzantine scholars

who contributed
to the spread
of Greek letters
during
the Renaissance

& =

THEODORUS GAZA .
Con, geletirter, Grivche pob 2598 gest- in Hblabricn 1478,

Theodorus Gaza.
17th century engraving.

Manuel Chrysoloras.

Engraving by Nicolas de Larmessin I in the first volume
of the publication: Isaac Bullart, Académie des Sciences et des Arts,
Brussels, Frangois Foppens, 1682.
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The pioneers of

Bibliographie
Hellénique,
1841-1903

ofio

Heliog Hourdon-Keilhaner

Emile Legrand.
Heliograph by Bourdon & Keilhauer, 19th century.

Georgios Al. Mavrokordatos.
Reproduction of photograph from the Mavrokordatos family archive,
kept at the Benaki Museum.
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On Confucius

ofio

KONG-FU-TSE or CﬂNFfrgIUJ
e wnuf‘g_’c'ﬁ'-.érn&r{'9"/{(%1:7&44:;': Cheva.

Confucius.

18th century engraving depicting Confucius

in a library: ‘Kong-Fu-Tsé, or Confucius, the most
celebrated Philosopher of China’. From 7he History
of China, English translation of Description de la Chine
by Jean-Baptiste Du Halde, 1736.

Entrance to Tian Yi Gé Library, China’s oldest private library

(1561) and one of the three oldest private libraries
existing worldwide.

View of Tian Y1 Gé Library
hall as it is today.
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French thinkers

in their libraries

e

Henri d’Orleans, Duke of Aumale, in his library at

the Chéteau de Chantilly. Engraving by Henri Thiriat,

based on a photograph from the cover of L 7//ustration magazine,
May 15, 1897.
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Anatole France in his library.
Engraving by Henri Thiriat, based on a photograph

from the cover of L I/lustration magazine, December 19, 1896.
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From

Eugenios Voulgaris

to

Konstantinos Dimaras

ofio

K. Th. Dimaras in his library.

Georgios Drossinis at his desk, 1912.
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From

Eugenios Voulgaris

to

Konstantinos Dimaras

ofio

Yiannis Psycharis in his library (at the French Senate),

before it was acquired by Emmanouil Benakis for
the Library of the Hellenic Parliament.

Eugenios Voulgaris.

Copperplate by Carl Wilhelm Seeliger,
after a painting by Theodosius Yanenko,
Saint Petersburg, 1805.
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HaLL B

Historical libraries
of the Renaissance
and
the Enlightenment

ofo
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The Philosophy Hall at the Library of Strahov Monastery.
Copperplate by Johann Berka from the publication:

Franz Anton Maulbertsch, Historico-philosophica descriptio,
Prague, typis Vidua Eisenwanger, factore Anton Petzold, 1797.

The vestibule of the

Biblioteca Laurenziana

prior to the installation of its flat
ceiling. Engraving by Vinceslao
Spinazzi, based on a drawing

by Giuseppe Pera, 1801.




HaLrL B

Historical libraries

of the Renaissance

and

the Enlightenment
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Views of the interior of the Bodleian

Library. Copperplate by David Loggan
from the publication Oxonia lllustrata
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Sive Omnium Celeberrimae istius
Universitatis Collegiorum Aularum...
Bibliothecae Bodleianae Scholarum
Publicarum, Theatri Sheldoniani;

nec non Urbis Totius Scenographia,

Oxford, e theatro Sheldoniano, 1675. B e Z A / SESTER, | (T O TS SRR O R




HaLrL B

Historical libraries
of the Renaissance
and
the Enlightenment

e

Coloured copperplate depicting

the new hall of the Vatican Library,
entitled “La Galerie Nouvelle

de la Bibliotheque Vaticane 3 Rome
avec les Corniches ornées des Vases
Etrusiens”, engraved by Nicolas

de Poilly, Paris, Maillet, 18th century.
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HaLrL B

Historical libraries
of the Renaissance
and
the Enlightenment

e

The great hall of
Sainte-Geneviéve Library.
Coloured engraving, signed

by Pierre Claude de La Gardette,
18th century. This is the library

of Sainte-Genevieve abbey,

which was built right on top

of the older buildings, where
Peter Abelard taught.




Historical libraries
of the Renaissance
and

the Enlightenment
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The Library of the National Conservatory of Arts and Crafts
of France (Bibliothéque du Conservatoire des Arts et Métiers).

Lithograph by Félix Benoist and Adolphe Bayot, 19th century.

Coloured engraving depicting an imaginary library

and study areas, 17th century.
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The historical library

of the Monastery
of Saint John
the Theologian

on Patmos

oo

The tunnel that leads into the bowels of the Monastery,

where the library and archives are housed, and the marble slab
engraved WYXHY IATPEION [SANATORIUM OF THE SOUL].
(Photo credit: N. Panagiotopoulos, 1996).

The Monastery of Saint John on Patmos, depicted in an 18th century engraving.
In the foreground, the author meeting with a local monk.

From the publication: Marie Gabriel Florent Auguste de Choiseul-Gouffier,
Voyage pittoresque de la Gréce, Paris, J.-]. Blaise, 1782.
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The historical library

of the Monastery
of Saint John
the Theologian
on Patmos

oo

Aisle of the monastery library

(Photo credit: N. Panagiotopoulos, 1996).
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View of the Monastery. Copperplate from the publication Axolovfia
rov Xpiorddoviov... [Akolouthia of Christodoulos, Hegumenos in the

island of Patmos], Venice 1755, Antonio Tzata, Alexander S. Onassis
Public Benefit Foundation Library.
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